To: Stuart Topp – Project Manager

      Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Project

      Powerlink Queensland

      PO Box 1193

      Virginia Qld 4014   

 via email: stopp@powerlink.com.au 


  

Cc: Mr. Stephen Robertson

      Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade

 via email: nrmet@ministerial.qld.gov.au 

 

Dear Mr Topp, 

Re: Submission on Powerlink’s proposal to seek Ministerial designation
 

I/We…………………………………………………………………. of …………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………… in the state of Queensland, hereby formally reject Powerlink’s proposal to seek Ministerial designation to approve the identification of land for community infrastructure ( C.I.D. ) for the following reasons.

1. Lack of Community Consultation. Why has Powerlink not engaged with the community over the course of this project?  Why have Powerlink’s representatives not accepted P.A.G.E.’s invitation to discuss the project at community meetings? Why was the Powerlink office in Cooroy closed down prematurely, ahead of the EIS and the advertised closure date?

2. Destruction of Koala Habitat.  Why has Powerlink not conducted adequate wildlife studies in the planned easement? How can Powerlink deny the existence of koala in the planned easement when there is ample, documented evidence? Why doesn’t Powerlink understand that in these dire times for the koala, that any population of koala in any area must be deemed to be of high vale, regardless of the fact that DERM has not carried out adequate studies?

3. Easement Issues. Why does Powerlink plan to forcibly acquire additional easements, other than the 60m wide  alignment easement affecting some 700ha of Good Quality Agricultural Land just so they can accommodate the access from one tower to the next? Why doesn’t Powerlink seriously look at the alternative option presented by P.A.G.E. which provides ease of access without the social and environmental impacts?  

I/We therefore repudiate Powerlink’s statement of:

“The final EIS confirms that the final alignment and substation proposed by Powerlink for the project is the best option based on all relevant environmental, social and cost factors and concludes that there are no social, environmental or cultural heritage issues that would prevent the project from proceeding.”

 

I/We appeal to the Minister to seek independent reviews and assessments before approving the designation for this project.

 

Yours sincerely

  

Signed: ……………………………………………            ………………………………………………… 

 

Dated:   ……………………………………………           ………………………………………………… 

 

Address :………………………………………………………………………… in the state Queensland.
