
Powerlines  Action Group Eumundi – P.A.G.E.
Community Newsletter, May 2010

This newsletter is to provide an update to you, the residents of
Eerwah Vale, Ridgewood and surrounding areas, as to where
Powerlink’s Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Transmission Line and
Eerwah Vale Substation Project is up to, and what your next
steps should be.

By now, some of you might have received in the post a CID
(Community Infrastructure Designation) notice from Powerlink.
It appears that only directly affected properties might receive
the actual CID notice, but the rest of the residents, or registered
“parties of interest” or registered stakeholders, should have
received Powerlink’s Newsletter 8, dated May 2010.

If you haven’t received your copy of this, you can go to 
Powerlink’s website and download it. The link is: 
http://www.powerlink.com.au/data/portal/00005056/content/0
1498001273472175981.pdf

This edition of Powerlink’s Newsletter is devoted entirely to their
intention to seek Ministerial designation, as well as the final step
– that is, the Resumption of your land.

Deadline 9th June
The most pertinent issue for you to remember is that you have
to get your CID Submission into Powerlink by 5pm, Wednesday,
9th June.

P.A.G.E. cannot stress strongly enough the importance of you
submitting your issues again. This time, it will not be just
Powerlink who decide whether or not your issue deserves
attention; the relevant minister and his department will also
receive, review and determine if your issue is appropriate, and
whether or not this is taken into account in the ministerial
determination of whether this project should proceed.

P.A.G.E. of course, will be presenting a detailed submission
which will cover a range of issues, related to the so-called final
EIS, as well new information which your committee has been
diligently working on for some time.

Do not rely on PAGE
However, do not rely on PAGE’s submission alone. You have to
also put in your own submission – this is absolutely vital! This
will be the last and final opportunity for you to have your say.
DO NOT WASTE IT.

Briefly, the following steps are summarised for your action.

Dismiss any notion that this is a fait accompli. It is not
finished yet, and we do have a reasonable chance of
overturning this impost, but only with your help.

Ignore the intimidating tactics used by Powerlink and/or
Parsons Brinckerhoff.

Support P.A.G.E. and yourself, your family and your
neighbours.

Prepare your own submission.

Phrase all your issues as a question. Do not simply make a
statement.

Be professional in your approach and language used.

Try to keep emotion out of your statements.

Do not exaggerate the facts.

Ensure that you have the minimum requirements
completed.

Post or email your submission to ensure it reaches Powerlink
by 5pm, 9th June

Please read on to get more detail, and see some examples.

Dismiss any notion that this is a fait accompli
Powerlink have continually employed “bully-boy” or
intimidating tactics throughout the entire campaign, in an
attempt to make you believe that you will not win simply
because they are a government entity, and nobody can win
against the government.

WRONG! If you need proof, just remember the Traveston
Dam fiasco.

Ignore the intimidating tactics used by Powerlink and/or
Parsons Brinckerhoff
We are still fighting a major infrastructure project at a point
in the process where the residents of nearly every other
project have given up after the release of the final EIS.

Part of their intimidation is the media campaign (I personally
believe P.A.G.E. are the winners in that battle!). Then there is
the serving of Section 36 notices to the affected property
owners to “plant” prominent posts where their planned
towers will go.

Support P.A.G.E., yourself, your family and neighbours

We need you to put in a submission. The more submissions
they receive, the more Powerlink have to justify their
position in the face of overwhelmingly strong evidence to
the contrary. P.A.G.E. has a lot of new information that,
when considered, must impact on the decision by
Department of Mines and Energy (DME) and the Australian
Energy Regulator (AER).
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The submission that P.A.G.E. will present is a very powerful
argument, but it becomes much more effective when as many of
the affected residents as possible raise their own issues, which
will only add to the weight to P.A.G.E.’s argument.

Check with your neighbours to make sure that they have a copy
of this newsletter. If they haven’t, print off a copy and give it to
them. If they are new and don’t know what has been going on,
tell them to go to our website at www.saveeumundi.org Plead
with them to put in a submission. There is a generic submission
at the end of this newsletter to assist.

Prepare your own submission

Start working on your submission now. It has to be in by 5pm, 9th

June 2010.

If you put in a submission to the draft EIS, you should have
received a written reply from Powerlink with their response. In a
large number - if not the majority of cases - these responses
were simply not adequate (as defined by legislation).

If you cannot find your submission or Powerlink’s response, you
will be able to find it in Appendix U of the Final EIS (the first CD).

You need to go through all your questions and Powerlink’s
responses. If you believe that some or all of your questions were
not adequately answered, then include these in your CID
submission.

In many cases where Powerlink has not adequately responded, it
has shown to be when a specific question was asked and they
replied with a generic answer.

For example: a question could have been asked “how do you
intend to mitigate the disturbance to the koala population?”,
and Powerlink’s response was “refer to section xx.xx.xx”, and
when you go to this reference, your question is not specifically
answered.

Phrase all your issues as a question. Do not simply make a
statement

It is imperative that you phrase all your issue(s) in a question
format. All questions raised by any submitter must be
adequately answered. But, if you simply phrase your issue as a
statement, it will not be answered. More than likely, Powerlink
will continue to adopt the line of “your comment has been
noted” or a similar statement, requiring no further actions.

In considering if Powerlink adequately responded to your issues,
you must:

Determine if you did in fact raise your issue(s) in the draft EIS as
a question, or did you make a statement?

If you made the issue(s) in the form of a statement, and
received their standard “your comment has been noted”
response, do not worry.

You now have this opportunity to re-raise the issue as a
question. (See examples the end of this Newsletter)

After refreshing your memory regarding the questions you
raised in the draft EIS, refer back to the response that
Powerlink gave you.

Do you consider it an adequate response? Or, was their
response referring you to a generic reference somewhere in
the 2,631 pages of the final EIS?

Powerlink generally responded in this way which just
referred you to a statement or paragraph or section
somewhere in their final EIS. If the response directed you to
a reference (eg. “refer to Section 18.3 of the Submissions
Report”) and when you read that particular section, you
believe it didn’t adequately answer your specific question,
then re-raise the same question in your CID submission.

Also, start to think about additional questions you would like
to have answers for. Read the Powerlink newsletter no. 8
and see if there are any issues in there for you.

Be professional in your approach and language you use

Whilst you may feel like “letting go” and telling them exactly
what you think of them, try to be as business-like as possible
when writing your submission. Remember, you don’t know
who will be reading what you write.

Try to keep emotion out of your statements

Keep to the facts and leave out the emotive words and
phrases.

Pages 4 to 6 of this newsletter provides some sample
submissions and suggested topics for issues. These sample
submissions are also attached to the covering email.

You can download or just open up these Word documents
and modify any of the text. You can type and submit any size
document…the main thing to remember is to phrase the
issue as a question.

You can give background information, reference any
material, quote from any source in the “issue” part of your
specific matter, but please…. end each issue with a specific
question. This question is what you require to know. In other
words, what do you want Powerlink to say to you.
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Do not exaggerate the facts

Again, keep to the facts. You may think by exaggerating numbers etc it may help your case or the specific point you are making,
but Powerlink and Parsons Brinckerhoff have access to very sophisticated databases, and once discredited, you submission can be
easily dismissed.

Ensure that you have the minimum requirements completed

Powerlink must be the primary addressee. I have checked with the Minister’s office and they have agreed that you can Cc them in
your response. That way, Powerlink cannot avoid accepting your submission.

They also state that your submission must be in writing, signed and dated by each person making the submission; you must state
the name and address of each person making the submission; and state the grounds of the submission and the relevant facts and
circumstances.

If you have any doubts, you should contact the Project Manager, Mr. Stuart Topp, by either telephone on 1800 635 369 or via
email stopp@powerlink.com.au

Post or email your submission 

It is imperative that your submission reaches Powerlink by 5pm, 9th June.

The primary address to send your submission to is: 
Stuart Topp, Project Manager
Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Project
Powerlink Qld
PO Box 1193
VIRGINIA   QLD   4014

Or email:     stopp@powerlink.com.au - in your covering email, request an acknowledgement receipt

Send a Cc to the secondary address :
Mr. Stephen Robertson
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade
re: Powerlink’s Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Project
PO Box 15216
CITY EAST   QLD   4002

Or email:    nrmet@ministerial.qld.gov.au - there is no need to request an acknowledgement receipt for the Cc.

The following pages provide some sample submissions and some issues you might like to use to add to your submission.

The first sample submission, # 1, is to use when you want to raise your own issues. This pro forma submission is also attached to 
the covering email as a Word document (.doc).
You can use this form to highlight to the Minister the specific issues that directly affect you. This can be can be as long or as short 
as you want, but it covers the necessary elements.

The second sample submission, # 2, is to use when you wish to put in a submission but you don’t necessarily want to raise any 
specific issues. Therefore, we have inserted some generic issues which P.A.G.E. thought are important. This pro forma submission 
is also attached to the covering email as a Word document (.doc).

The last page ( page 6) contains some issues that you might wish to use when compiling your submission. These are just a few 
examples, there are many more. Consider all the issues that you have previously talked about with family and friends. 

Check out our website, www.saveeumundi.org to get more information.
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To: Stuart Topp – Project Manager
Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Project
Powerlink Queensland
PO Box 1193
Virginia Qld 4014   
via email: stopp@powerlink.com.au

Cc: Mr. Stephen Robertson
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade
via email: nrmet@ministerial.qld.gov.au

Dear Mr Topp, 
Re: Submission on Powerlink’s proposal to seek Ministerial designation

I/We…………………………………………………………………. of …………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………… in the state of Queensland, hereby formally reject 
Powerlink’s proposal to seek Ministerial designation to approve the identification of land for 
community infrastructure ( C.I.D. ) for the following reasons.

(see page 6 for bullet point topics and brief notes)

issue 1 (for example…Environment)

issue 2 (for example…Lack of Consultation)

issue 3 (for example…Visual Amenity)

issue 4 (for example…Property Values)

I/We therefore repudiate Powerlink’s statement of:

“The final EIS confirms that the final alignment and substation proposed by Powerlink for the 
project is the best option based on all relevant environmental, social and cost factors and concludes 
that there are no social, environmental or cultural heritage issues that would prevent the project 
from proceeding.”

I/We appeal to the Minister to seek independent reviews and assessments before approving the 
designation for this project.

Yours sincerely

Signed: ………………………………………………               …………………………………………………

Dated:   ………………………………………………               …………………………………………………

Address :…………………………………………………………………………… in the state of Queensland 
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To: Stuart Topp – Project Manager
Woolooga to Eerwah Vale Project
Powerlink Queensland
PO Box 1193
Virginia Qld 4014   
via email: stopp@powerlink.com.au

Cc: Mr. Stephen Robertson
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade
via email: nrmet@ministerial.qld.gov.au

Dear Mr Topp, 
Re: Submission on Powerlink’s proposal to seek Ministerial designation

I/We…………………………………………………………………. of …………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………… in the state of Queensland, hereby formally reject Powerlink’s 
proposal to seek Ministerial designation to approve the identification of land for community infrastructure ( 
C.I.D. ) for the following reasons.

1. Lack of Community Consultation. Why has Powerlink not engaged with the community over the course of 
this project?  Why have Powerlink’s representatives not accepted P.A.G.E. ‘s invitation to discuss the 
project at community meetings? Why was the Powerlink office in Cooroy closed down prematurely, ahead 
of the EIS and the advertised closure date?

2. Destruction of Koala Habitat.  Why has Powerlink not conducted adequate wildlife studies in the planned 
easement? How can Powerlink deny the existence of koala in the planned easement when there is ample, 
documented evidence? Why doesn’t Powerlink understand that in these dire times for the koala, that any 
population of koala in any area must be deemed to be of high vale, regardless of the fact that DERM has 
not carried out adequate studies?

3. Easement Issues. Why does Powerlink plan to forcibly acquire additional easements, other than the 60m 
wide  alignment easement affecting some 700ha of Good Quality Agricultural Land just so they can 
accommodate the access from one tower to the next? Why doesn’t Powerlink seriously look at the 
alternative option presented by P.A.G.E. which provides ease of access without the social and 
environmental impacts?  

I/We therefore repudiate Powerlink’s statement of:

“The final EIS confirms that the final alignment and substation proposed by Powerlink for the project is the best 
option based on all relevant environmental, social and cost factors and concludes that there are no social, 
environmental or cultural heritage issues that would prevent the project from proceeding.”

I/We appeal to the Minister to seek independent reviews and assessments before approving the designation for 
this project.

Yours sincerely

Signed: ………………………………………………               …………………………………………………

Dated:   ………………………………………………               …………………………………………………
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Issue: Powerlink continue to claim that adequate consultation 
has taken place between them and the residents during the 
project period.
This is incorrect and misleading. No true “consultation” has 
occurred. Although Powerlink was invited at attend several 
community meetings to discuss their project and its impacts, not 
once did they attend. If consultation is a discussion between two 
or more people to consider a particular issue, then this has never 
happened. Apart from minimal letters – which have been 
notifications, and 8 newsletters – over 2¾ years, I have not seen 
any evidence of consultation.

Question: Why has Powerlink not consulted directly with the 
residents on such an important matter?

Issue: In the initial meeting to inform the residents, in a local 
club in Cooroy, September 2007, Powerlink’s representatives 
promised to open an information centre in Eumundi. The Chief 
Operating Officer, Mr Simon Bartlett verbally agreed to this 
suggestion. Save from a single 2 hour meeting in the town, no 
information centre was opened, nor discussed. 

Question: why did Powerlink officials promise this information 
office when they obviously had no intention of providing this 
vital facility?

Issue: Powerlink set up an information centre in Cooroy, assuring 
the residents that it would remain open till July 2009. It was 
closed in May, 2009, well ahead of the release of the final EIS in 
December 2009.

Question: Why does Powerlink make untruthful and misleading 
statements, leaving the residents unsure of what to do? 
Why did the EIS workshop run by Powerlink to advise how to 
input into the EIS, held in Gympie (60k from Eerwah Vale) or 
Federal (30k from Eerwah Vale)?

1. Koala
Issue: Powerlink continually state that the final alignment will 
not impact or affect any areas of high value koala habitat. This is 
a deceptive statement as there is documentary and photo-
graphic evidence to support there is a healthy koala population 
between Ridgewood and Eerwah Vale. Powerlink rely on the fact 
that this area has not been mapped by DERM .

Question: Why will Powerlink not commission a proper koala 
survey with DERM the same that has done in other areas? Other 
government infrastructure projects, including Main Roads, must 
conduct a proper survey on any land ahead of designating the 
land for infrastructure 

2. Richmond Birdwing Butterfly
Issue: The planned alignment will destroy the most northern
colony of this rare, magnificent creature and its
Pararistolochia praevenosa vine. Powerlink state they found
no evidence of the butterflies in their field study, but this
was due to the fact that spent less than one hour in the
winter time when these creatures are in the pupa state .
Powerlink was offered to return to the site when the
butterflies are abundant (summer)

Question: Why does Powerlink not accept the facts from
Australia’s most informed scientist that these butterflies are
in existence on the affected property? How can Powerlink
ignore the photograph and display proudly exhibited at the
Sunshine Coast Airport which states the photograph of this
butterfly was taken on the property where the alignment is
planned?

3. Vegetation
Issue: The topography of the proposed easement is clearly
unsuitable. The steep escarpment and narrow gullies makes
access in the construction phase untenable. Powerlink plan
to increase the tower height so the conductors will clear the
vegetation. This further impacts on the scenic amenity
values.

Question: Along with the stated hand clearing for the
towers, the extra height towers, what is the added cost to
the project?

Issue: Towards Q2 states the Qld Government is working
towards cutting our carbon footprint by 1/3 with reduced car
and electricity usage. It also states the major emissions are
produced by coal-fired power stations.

Question: why does Powerlink and the government not
invest in renewable energy sources?

Issue: Towards Q2 also states the Government has a moral
duty to provide a greener, more sustainable environment.

Question: Why does Powerlink go against the goals set by
the Qld. Government?

Remember… The Final EIS, was a 2631 page document, and
is basically a flawed and incomplete document.
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Some Suggested Topics

Consultation Issues

Environmental Issues 

Environmental Issues cont’d 

Government Issues

These are just some suggestions. Check out the website to get 
more ideas, go to: http://www.saveeumundi.org/powerlinks-
project/ and browse Categories
http://www.saveeumundi.org/2010/04/destroying-koala-
habitat/ to see the koala video
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