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Preface 

The first step in the impact assessment procedure is the development of Terms of Reference (TOR) for 
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The process involves the formulation of 
draft TOR that will be made available for public comment. The Consultant will have regard to all 
comments received on the draft TOR in finalising the TOR, which will be presented to Powerlink.  

The Consultant will prepare a draft EIS that addresses the TOR. Once the EIS has been prepared to the 
satisfaction of Powerlink, the draft EIS will then be advertised by Powerlink as being available for public 
comment. At the conclusion of the submission period the Consultant will hand to Powerlink the Final EIS 
and recommend a Final Alignment for the transmission line corridor.  

Upon finalisation of the EIS and Powerlink’s approval of the Final Alignment and substation site, 
Powerlink will follow the Department of Local Government, Planning, Sport and Recreation “Guidelines 
about Environmental Assessment and Public Consultation Procedures for Designating Land for 
Community Infrastructure, Powerlink Manual” starting at Step 4 and commence the designation process. 
After publicly advertising Powerlink’s intention to designate the Project and calling for submissions, 
Powerlink will prepare an Assessment Report evaluating the EIS and other related material, including 
any properly made submissions received. The Final Assessment Report will include an evaluation of the 
environmental effects of the proposed development and any related matters and be forwarded to the 
Minister for Mines and Energy for his/her decision.  

These TOR provide information in four broad categories and include a section specific to substations 
and/or telecommunication sites as against a corridor for electrical works purposes. Therefore the 
sections in this document are:  

A – Information and advice on the preparation of the EIS 

B – Terms of Reference and Content of the EIS.  

Not all sections within the TOR will be relevant for each Project and only the relevant sections should be 
expanded upon within the EIS. If a section is not relevant, the TOR will be marked as “not relevant to this 
Project” and the section in the EIS will also state that “this section is not relevant for this Project”. 

Unless specified otherwise the term environment in these TOR refers to:  

• ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities  

• all natural and physical resources  

• those qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas, however large or small, that 
contribute to their biological diversity and integrity, intrinsic or attributed scientific value or 
interest, amenity, harmony and sense of community 

• the social, economic, aesthetic and cultural conditions affecting the matters mentioned above or 
affected by those matters. 
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Part A – INFORMATION AND ADVICE ON THE 
PREPARATION OF THE EIS 

Project Proponent 
The Project proponent is:  

Powerlink Queensland 
33 Harold Street, Virginia,  
PO Box 1193, Virginia, Queensland 4014, Australia  
Telephone: (07) 3860 2111, Facsimile: (07) 3860 2100  
Website: www.powerlink.com,au  

Powerlink Queensland is the registered business name of the Queensland Electricity Transmission 
Corporation Limited, ABN 82 078 849 233. 

Project Title 
The Project that is the subject of the TOR for conducting an EIS is referred to as:  

Woolooga to Cooroy Transmission Line and Cooroy South Substation Project 

Project Description 
The Project entails route and substation site selection, environmental impact assessment, land rights 
acquisition, planning approval, regulatory testing and approval, construction, operation, maintenance 
and, demolition at the end of life of a 275 kV double circuit transmission line and substation that is to 
provide high voltage reinforcement of the northern Sunshine Coast and Gympie regions. If approved, 
Powerlink Queensland will be the Constructing and Design Authority for this infrastructure. 

Project Location 
The transmission line is planned to be connected to Powerlink Queensland’s 275 kV H5 Woolooga 
Substation with it utilising the unoccupied portion of easements beside the existing 275 kV Feeder 810 
transmission line from Woolooga to a point west of Cooroy. The transmission line will then traverse new 
easements from that point eastwards to a new substation planned to be established at Eerwah Vale, 
known as Cooroy South Substation. The existing ENERGEX Palmwoods to Cooroy 132 kV feeders 
795/2 and 7189/2 are to be connected into the new substation thus achieving the high voltage injection. 
Refer to Figure 1 for the Project area. 
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Project Need, Objective and Scope 
Joint planning studies by Powerlink and ENERGEX have identified that growth in demand for electricity 
in the northern Sunshine Coast and Gympie regions is increasing at 4% pa and is expected to do so into 
the future. At this rate, security of the ENERGEX double circuit 132 kV sub-transmission line between H5 
Woolooga Substation and the ENERGEX substation at Gympie becomes at risk by late 2014. The 
ENERGEX distribution network will experience both capacity and voltage stability constraints. The 
security risk will appear between the ENERGEX substations at Gympie and Cooroy after this date if 
nothing is done. 

Powerlink Queensland has a legal obligation as a Transmission Network Service Provider to ensure the 
safe, reliable and efficient supply of bulk electricity to consumers in Queensland. In the case of this 
Project, the solution is to provide a 275 kV injection at a point in the ENERGEX network that will alleviate 
the concerns described above. This point must be as close as practical and to the south of the 
ENERGEX Cooroy Switchyard. 

To achieve this Powerlink Queensland proposes to build a double circuit 275 kV transmission line from 
its 275 kV H5 Woolooga Substation to a new substation at Eerwah Vale, known as Cooroy South, and 
connect the existing ENERGEX Palmwoods to Cooroy 132 kV sub-transmission feeders 795/2 and 
7189/2 into the substation. Initially the 275 kV transmission line will be configured as a single circuit line 
with it converting to double circuit configuration by 2022 or 2023 based on predicted load growth. 

Route identification and substation site selection has been undertaken. The study confirmed that utilising 
the unoccupied portions of the easements beside Feeder 810 from H5 Woolooga Substation southwards 
to a point west of Cooroy would be the most appropriate alignment. New easements are required from 
the point west of Cooroy to the new Cooroy South Substation. A study alignment will be determined and 
will be the focus of the environmental impact assessment. 

Powerlink Queensland will submit the Project to the Regulatory Test. This is planned for 2010, prior to 
commencing construction in 2012 based on predicted load growth. 

Purpose of the Terms of Reference 
These TOR provides the framework for the EIS [including the Environmental Management Plan (EMP)] 
for the Project, including information on the purpose and role of the EIS and the factors considered to be 
most significant for the Project. It indicates the types of studies and the data that should be provided in 
the EIS. All potentially significant impacts, adverse or beneficial, of the proposed development on the 
environment (across the short, medium and long term) are to be investigated, evaluated, and reported 
and requirements for the mitigation of any adverse impacts are to be detailed in the EIS. Any prudent 
and feasible alternatives should be discussed and treated in sufficient detail. The reasons for selection of 
the preferred option should be clearly identified. The nature and level of investigations should be relative 
to the likely extent and gravity of impacts. These TOR should, however, not be interpreted as excluding 
from consideration any matters which are currently unforeseen, which may arise during ongoing scientific 
studies or which may arise from any changes in the nature of the Project during the preparation of the 
draft EIS, the community consultation process and associated documentation.  
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The EIS should address at least the requirements as set out in these TOR. Please note that the 
terminologies and interpretations contained in the “Guidelines About Environmental Assessment and 
Public Consultation for Designating Land for Community Infrastructure” (Guidelines) shall be used where 
there is a perceived conflict. 

The Purpose of the EIS 
The purpose of the EIS process is to:  
a) assess:  

I. the potential adverse and beneficial environmental, economic and social impacts of the 
development 

II. management, monitoring, planning and other measures proposed to minimise any adverse 
environmental impacts of the development 

b) if practicable, to consider feasible alternative ways to carry out the development 

c) to prepare or propose an environmental management plan for the development.  
The EIS should: 

• be a stand-alone document. It should contain sufficient information from previous transmission 
project studies to avoid the need to search out previous or supplementary reports 

• be written in a clear and concise style that is easily understood by the general reader 

• avoid technical jargon wherever possible 

• include a full glossary 

• contain information that is clear, succinct and objective and, where appropriate, be supported by 
maps, plans, diagrams or other descriptive detail 

• refer by suitable appendices to all relevant studies/investigations that may have been carried out, 
unless deemed to be of a confidential nature 

• include a concise reference list and bibliography 

• include any Internet "web" pages used as data sources 

• include a checklist to indicate compliance of the EIS with the TOR 

• state the criteria adopted in assessing the proposal and its impacts, such as:  

– compliance with relevant legislation, policies and standards 

– community acceptance 

– maximisation of environmental benefits (if any) 

– minimisation of risks and harm.  
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Specific Information 
It is the responsibility of the person preparing the EIS to: 

• identify and address, as fully as possible, the matters relevant to the specific development 
proposal. There may be issues other than those specified within these TOR that should be 
considered in the EIS 

• determine in conjunction with the proponent those parties that should be consulted during the 
EIS preparation stage in addition to those specified by these TOR.  

Throughout the EIS, factual information contained in the document should be referenced.  

Public Consultation on the Terms of Reference 
The Consultant will prepare the draft TOR that at a minimum will contain the following requirements. 
Powerlink will advertise in a newspaper circulating in the region the draft TOR for comment. The 
Consultant is to coordinate with Powerlink for this purpose. The submission period will be for a minimum 
of 15 business days. In addition, the draft TOR will be placed on the Consultant’s and Powerlink’s 
website. The Consultant is to provide the TOR to Powerlink in an electronic format suitable for this 
purpose. The Consultant will take into account all submissions and modify the TOR if relevant to produce 
the final TOR.  
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PART B – TERMS OF REFERENCE AND CONTENT OF 
THE EIS 

Executive Summary 
The Executive Summary is to be a concise summary of the contents of the EIS. The Executive Summary 
is to be based on the content of the EIS and should contain a summary of supporting information plus a 
comprehensive list of the conclusions.  

Glossary of Terms 
A glossary of technical terms, acronyms and abbreviations should be provided. As a minimum the 
following terms should be included in the EIS under this heading. 

Controlled Action means a Route Acquisition Project, or a component of a Route Acquisition 
Project, that will have or is likely to have a significant impact on a value protected by the EPBC Act (that 
is, Matters of National Environmental Significance) and required to be approved by the Environment 
Minister under the EPBC Act. 

Corridor Selection means the process undertaken by Powerlink and/or its Consultant to determine the 
most appropriate corridor within which to position the Transmission Line. 

Corridor Selection Report or CSR means the report defining the Corridor which is produced at the 
completion of Corridor Selection. 

DEWHA means the Commonwealth Government Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the 
Arts that manages and administers the EPBC Act.  

DLGP Guidelines means the guidelines for a Ministerial Designation process prepared by the 
Department of Local Government and Planning, and adopted by the Chief Executive of that Department 
under s5.9.9 (1) (b) of IPA. 

Draft EIS means the initial assessment report completed pursuant to Step 1 of the Powerlink Manual. 

Easement Acquisition means the acquisition by Powerlink (whether compulsorily or by agreement) of 
an interest in lands for electricity transmission and related purposes to permit it to proceed with the 
construction phase of the Route Acquisition Project. 

EIA Process means the environmental impact assessment and public consultation process procedure 
for a Ministerial Designation under IPA that is required to be carried out as a precondition to a 
designation for community infrastructure purposes of the alignment identified in the Final Assessment 
Report.  

EIS means an environmental impact statement. 

EPBC Act or EP&BC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cth). 
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Final or Finalised EIS means the finalised initial assessment report completed pursuant to Step 3 of the 
Powerlink Manual. 

Final Alignment means the alignment recommended by the consultant at the end of the EIS Process.  

Final Assessment Report is the report required by the Minister under the Powerlink Manual before 
designation can proceed. 

IPA means the Integrated Planning Act 1997. 

Matters of National Environmental Significance or NES are those areas, places, species, 
communities or activities listed in Part 3 of EPBC Act as Matters of National Environmental Significance. 
These are: 

• World Heritage properties 

• national heritage 

• wetlands listed as Ramsar wetlands of international importance 

• threatened species and communities listed under the EPBC Act (note that these species may not 
be the same as those listed under state legislation) 

• migratory species listed under the EPBC Act (these are migratory species protected under 
international agreements) 

• nuclear actions, including uranium mining 

• the marine environment (which for the purposes of the Commonwealth is generally Australian 
waters beyond the 3 nautical mile limit of State waters) 

• any other matter prescribed by regulation. 

Ministerial Designation means the act of designation of the lands for community infrastructure 
purposes by the Minister under IPA. 

Minor Route Acquisition means an abbreviated process for a Route Acquisition Project for a route 
that is determined by Powerlink to be a minor route. 

National Environmental Significance or NES - see 'Matters of National Environmental Significance'  

Planning Scheme means a local government’s planning scheme made under IPA, including transitional 
planning schemes under the Local Government (Planning and Environment) Act 1994. 

Powerlink Manual means the manual, which is Schedule 5 of the DLGP Guidelines. 

Preliminary Information means information required to be given to the Environment Minister so that 
he/she may decide on an assessment approach for a Controlled Action.  

Preliminary Alignment is the preliminary alignment for a Major Route Acquisition Project 
recommended in the PAR which becomes the Study Alignment. 

Preliminary Alignment Report or PAR is the report provided to Powerlink at the conclusion of 
Preliminary Alignment process, which identifies the preferred alignment. 
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Schedule 2 of DLGP Guidelines means an extract from Schedule 2 of the Department of Local 
Government and Housing Guidelines about Environmental Assessment and Public Consultation 
Procedures for Designating Land for Community Infrastructure December 2006 Version1.1 

Site Acquisition means a substation acquisition project.  

State Planning Policy or SPP means a State Planning Policy made in accordance with IPA or the 
legislation which it superseded. 

Study Alignment means in the case of: 

• a Major Route Acquisition, the alignment approved by Powerlink as the Study Alignment 
after taking into account both the Corridor Selection Report and the Preliminary 
Alignment Report; or  

• a Minor Route Acquisition, the alignment approved by Powerlink as the Study Alignment 
after taking into account the Study Alignment Report prepared by Powerlink; or 

• a Site Acquisition, the site approved by Powerlink as the Study Area after taking into 
account the Substation Site Selection Report.  

Study Area means the broader area identified by Powerlink to accommodate the proposed infrastructure 
and within which the appointed Consultant has identified and recommended a Study Corridor or 
substation site and reported on in the Corridor Selection Report or the Substation Site Selection 
Report. 

Study Corridor means the corridor, typically up to 3 kilometres wide, that is selected as an outcome of 
Corridor Selection within which to conduct the studies to determine: 

• a Preliminary Alignment (which becomes the Study Alignment); and  

• the Final Alignment included in the Final Assessment Report forwarded to the Minister. 

Substation Site Selection Report means the report defining the location of the proposed substation site 
which is produced at the completion of the substation site selection. 

Terms of Reference or TOR means the Terms of Reference that underpin the EIS.  

Transmission Line means the structures and the wires that are constructed or are proposed to be 
constructed along the Final Alignment. 
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1. Introduction 

The function of the introduction is to explain why the EIS has been prepared and what it sets out to 
achieve. In particular, the introduction should address the level of detail of information required to meet 
the designation approval being sought by Powerlink through the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Process. It should contain an overview of the structure of the document.  

1.1 The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process 
The purpose of this section is to make clear the methodology and objectives of the EIS under the 
relevant legislation. 

1.1.1 Methodology of the EIS 

This section should provide a description of the EIS process steps, timing and decisions to be made for 
relevant stages of the Project. This section should also indicate how the consultation process would 
integrate with the other components of the impact assessment, including the stages, timing and 
mechanisms for public input and participation. The information in this section is required to ensure:  

• relevant legislation is addressed 

• readers are informed of the process to be followed 

• stakeholders are aware of any opportunities for input and participation.  

1.1.2 Objectives of the EIS 

The objectives of the EIS are as follows:  

• to provide a description of the relevant aspects of the existing social, economic, natural and built 
environment 

• to provide information on the proposal and development process to the community and decision 
makers 

• to comprehensively identify and evaluate all relevant issues associated with the proposal;  

• to identify and evaluate all potential environmental impacts (across the short, medium and longer 
term) of the transmission line and substation 

• to recommend construction, operational, maintenance and decommissioning measures required 
to minimise or compensate for adverse impacts and enhanced benefits 

• to consult with the community and relevant stakeholders in the process of identifying, assessing 
and responding to the impacts of the proposal 

• to identify all necessary licences, planning and environmental approvals including 
Commonwealth and state legislative requirements 
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• to provide recommendations on the need for and contents of any environmental management 
plans and/or operational plans to mitigate adverse effects 

• to provide an input to the decision-making process, assisting with the determination of whether to 
accept or modify the proposal, approve it with conditions or carry out further studies.  

1.1.3 EIS key issues 

The level of analysis and detail in the EIS shall reflect the level of significance of the impacts. Any and all 
known variables or assumptions made in the assessment must be clearly stated and discussed. The 
extent to which the limitations, if any, of available information may influence the conclusions of the 
environmental assessment should be discussed. The emphasis shall be on quality and not quantity. 
Repetition should be avoided wherever possible.  

Additional consultation shall be undertaken with other stakeholders, such as property owners and special 
interest groups, identified through the EIS development process. The EIS is the principal means of 
ensuring that ecologically sustainable principles are applied in the decision-making process, therefore 
the EIS shall detail the proposed mitigation measures required to minimise the apparent overall impact of 
the proposal along the Study Alignment and substation site and recommend a Final Alignment that 
comprises the lowest overall environmental, social and economic impact.  

When some impacts are not quantifiable, they should be fully described. To avoid ambiguity, if a matter 
is not relevant, it should be noted as such. Safeguards and mitigation measures to ameliorate the 
impacts, where applicable, should be proposed together with an objective assessment of their 
effectiveness. Proposals for monitoring of impacts should also be referenced where appropriate.  

A concluding statement at the end of the EIS shall advise if, in the opinion of the consultant, there are 
any identified reasons why the Project should or should not proceed on the chosen Study Alignment and 
substation site.  

The issues to be addressed as part of the EIS can be divided into the following categories:  

• detailed Project description 

• project justification and feasible alternatives 

• description of environmental values 

• potential impacts on those environmental values 

• mitigation measures, if any. 

The EIS will be required to consider in detail relevant issues under each category. In addition, it is 
essential that the main text of the EIS should address all relevant matters concerning environmental 
values, impacts on those values and proposed mitigation measures. No relevant matter should be raised 
for the first time in an appendix or the draft EMP. Other matters that may have to be addressed include: 

• impacts on relevant Matters of National Environmental Significance, if any 

• impacts on the environment on Commonwealth land, if any 
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• statement on how the relevant agreements and plans have been taken into account in the 
assessment of the relevant impacts where the development impacts on:  

i. world heritage values of a world heritage property 

ii. national heritage values of a national heritage place 

iii. the ecological character of a Ramsar wetland property 

iv. a listed threatened species or ecological community 

v. a listed migratory species.  

If there is a necessity to make use of material that is considered to be of a confidential nature, the 
Consultant may request that such information remain confidential and not be included in any publicly 
available document.  

The reader should be able to distinguish the EIS as the key environmental document providing advice to 
decision makers considering approvals for the Project.  

While the TOR provides guidance on the scope of the EIS studies, they should not be seen as 
exhaustive or limiting. It is important for Powerlink and its consultants to recognise that there cannot be 
perfect knowledge in advance of undertaking an EIS of what the EIS studies may find.  

If it transpires during the preparation of the EIS that previously unforeseen matters not addressed in the 
TOR are found to be relevant to the assessment of impacts of the proposal, those matters should be 
included in the EIS.  

When considering whether an impact is or is not significant, the Consultant should take account of both 
the intensity of the impact and the context in which it would occur.  

The EIS is a public document. Its purpose is not only to provide information to regulatory agencies, but 
also to inform the public of the scope, impacts and mitigation measures of the proposal. Additional 
technical detail may be provided in appendices. The main text should not assume that a reader would 
have a prior knowledge of the Project. It should not be necessary for the reader to have visited the area 
to understand the issues involved in the proposal.  

In brief, the EIS objectives should be to provide public information on the need for and likely effects of the 
Project, to set out acceptable standards and levels of impacts (both beneficial and adverse) on 
environmental values, and demonstrate how environmental impacts can be managed through the 
protection and enhancement of the environmental values. Discussion of options and alternatives and 
their likely relative environmental management outcomes is a key aspect of the EIS.  

The role of the EIS in providing the Project’s draft EMP should also be discussed, with particular 
reference to the EMP’s role in providing management measures that can be carried over into conditions 
that would attach to any approval(s), environmental authorities and permits for the Project.  

1.1.4 Submissions 

The reader should be informed as to how and when public submissions on the draft TOR, if any, and 
draft EIS will be addressed and taken into account in the decision-making process. 
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1.1.5 Public consultation process 

The Consultant will follow the Powerlink Manual and will list the consultation methodology to be carried 
out. Details of the public consultation process and the major issues emerging from that process should 
be clearly addressed in the EIS. The Consultant, in conjunction with Powerlink, will consult with relevant 
State and Local Government representatives, relevant State and Commonwealth government agencies, 
owner’s of the land, adjoining land owners, other interested individuals, relevant community groups, 
conservation groups, Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander groups and business or industry associations. If 
relevant, the Consultant will hold ‘drop-in’ days to discuss the transmission line corridor with the 
community.  

The draft TOR, final TOR, draft EIS and final EIS will be placed on the Consultant’s and Powerlink’s web 
sites and in the impacted Council’s local libraries. The draft EIS and final EIS including appendices will 
be made available (CD copy via post) to interested parties on request. The timing and process of 
submissions will be set out, together with how any submissions will be dealt with. At the end of the EIS 
process, any submissions made during the process to the Consultant will be handed to Powerlink for it to 
retain for its records. 

Include in the EIS, any consultation about the action, including:  

• any consultation that has already taken place 

• proposed consultation about relevant impacts of the action 

• if there has been consultation about the proposed action, any documented response to, or result 
of, the consultation 

• identification of affected parties, including a statement mentioning any communities that may be 
affected and describing their views. Comments from relevant local, State and Commonwealth 
agencies, service and utility providers, community groups, affected property owners and 
individuals shall be identified and addressed in the EIS. All consultation shall be documented 
including any issues raised and how they were considered in finalising the EIS. Results of 
consultation shall be included in an Appendix to the EIS and should include but not necessarily 
be limited to consultation with the following stakeholders: 

Federal Government  

Hon Alexander Somlyay MP, Federal Member for Fairfax 

Hon Peter Slipper MP, Federal Member for Fisher 

Hon Warren Truss MP, Federal Member for Wide Bay 

State Government 

Hon Geoff Wilson MP, Minister for Mines and Energy 

Hon Jeff Seeney MP, Member for Callide 

Hon David Gibson MP, Member for Gympie 
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Hon Fiona Simpson MP, Member for Maroochydore 

Hon Peter Wellington MP, Member for Nicklin 

Hon Glen Elmes MP, Member for Noosa 

Local Government 

Kilkivan Shire Council 

Cr Ron Dyne (Mayor) 

Ray Currie (Chief Executive Officer) 

Cooloola Shire Council 

Cr Mick Venardos OAM (Mayor) 

Ken Mason (Chief Executive Officer) 

Noosa Shire Council 

Mr Doug Reynolds (Manager Works Operation) – Nominated point of contact 

Maroochy Shire Council 

Cr Greg Rogerson – Nominated point of contact 

Government agencies 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Department of Infrastructure and Planning 

Department of Main Roads 

Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 

Department of Public Works 

Department of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

Queensland Transport 

Queensland Rail 

Department of Mines and Energy  

Department of Local Government, Sport and Recreation 

Department of Communities 

Department of Natural Resources and Water  
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Department of Emergency Services 

Queensland Treasury 

Australian Heritage Council 

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (Cwlth) – if relevant  

Landowners and residents 

Landowners on the existing Woolooga - Palmwoods line, where space exists on the existing 
transmission line easement for the proposed new line 

Landowners in the Woolooga to Cooroy study corridor 

The landowner/s of the land identified as a potential substation site 

Residents within the Woolooga to Cooroy study corridor 

Peak bodies and community groups 

Queensland Wildlife Preservation Society 

Queensland Conservation Council 

Noosa Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Maroochydore Chamber of Commerce 

Sunshine Coast Area Consultative Committee (SCACC) 

Tourism Sunshine Coast 

Landcare  

Sunshine Coast Environment Council Inc 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

Save the Mary River Coordinating Group 

SEQ Regional Electricity Council 

Greening Australia 

Powerlines Action Group Eumundi (P.A.G.E) 

Mary Valley Heritage Rail 

Indigenous Groups 

Gubbi Gubbi 

Utilities and Services  

Telstra 

Energex 
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Rural Industry 

Queensland Farmers Federation  

AgForce Southern Inland Queensland. 

1.2 Accredited process for controlled actions under Commonwealth legislation 
Projects that are undergoing an EIS under a State statutory process may also be Controlled Actions 
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. In which 
case, the Commonwealth may accredit the EIS process for the purposes of the Commonwealth’s 
assessment under Part 8 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  

When a State EIS process has been accredited, it will be necessary for the TOR to address potential 
impacts on the Matters of National Environmental Significance (NES) that were identified in the 
‘controlling provisions’ when the project was declared a Controlled Action. In addition where 
Commonwealth land is identified as a controlling provision for the action, the TOR will need to address 
potential impacts of the action on the environment on Commonwealth land.  

A stand-alone report could be provided as an appendix to the EIS that exclusively and fully addresses 
the issues relevant to the controlling provisions, which are listed in Schedule 4 of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conversation Regulations 2000, in accordance with the following template 
outline:  

1.  Introduction  

2.  Description of Proposed Action  

3.  Relevant impacts, including a description of the impacts of the action on the relevant NES 
matters protected under the EPBC Act and an assessment of the likely impacts on NES matters  

4.  Proposed safeguards and Mitigation Measures  

5.  Other approvals and conditions 

6.  Environmental record of the person proposing to take the action 

7.  References. 

The report will thoroughly address the potential impacts of the proposal on the matters of NES relevant to 
the proposal and address all matters mentioned in Division 5.2 and Schedule 4 of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conversation Regulations 2000.  

With regard to listed threatened species and ecological communities and listed migratory species under 
the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, the EIS will need to 
address:  

• the presence of any listed species or ecological community and its associated habitat  

• the potential direct and indirect impacts of the proposal 

• mitigation measures proposed.  
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The EIS should include flora and fauna surveys of the development site and neighbouring areas 
potentially impacted by the proposed development. Where considered necessary or relevant after the 
initial survey, targeted species surveys may be conducted. 

With regard to World Heritage, the EIS needs to provide a thorough description of:  

• the values of the affected World Heritage areas  

• the potential impacts of the proposal on these values  

• any mitigation measures proposed to minimise the potential impacts.  

With regard to National Heritage, the EIS needs to provide a thorough description of:  

• the values of the National Heritage places 

• the potential impacts of the proposal on these values 

• any mitigation measures proposed to minimise the potential impacts.  

2. Project need and alternatives 

2.1 Project justification 
The justification for the Project should be described, with particular reference made to the economic and 
social benefits. The status of the Project should be discussed in a local, regional, State and National 
context.  

A detailed assessment of the need for the proposed development is required with regard to the suitability 
for the location proposed. This should outline the deficiencies of the existing transmission network 
system; make particular reference to the power demand in the affected areas, in accordance with the 
Electricity Act 1994, and the predicted future needs.  

2.2 Alternatives to the Project 
Having regard to the objectives of the proposal, describe the key physical and engineering constraints, 
social, cultural, pertinent environmental and economic factors and community concerns. Consider 
alternatives including demand side management strategies, different transmission capacity, alternative 
technologies such as undergrounding, alternative construction methodologies, alternative starting and 
ending points, corridors and routes, and the "do nothing" option. Provide a comparative description of the 
impacts of each alternative on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the action including 
a summary of the environmental, social and cultural trade-offs for each option. Sufficient detail on why 
any alternative is preferred to another shall be made clear with reasons for rejecting alternatives. 
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3. Description of the Project 

3.1 Easement description 
Describe: 

• any existing easements, new easement requirements or land that may need to be purchased 

• the location and type of buildings or structures that may be impacted by the proposal 

• the potential restrictions and alternatives on construction or maintenance activities within the 
easement 

• construction and maintenance access requirements.  

3.2 Design objectives 
Include the capacity and design life of the proposed transmission line and substation. The criteria for 
deciding the design options need careful consideration in terms of their potential environmental impact. 

3.3 Physical details of structures 
Describe the typical form, physical dimensions and construction materials of the transmission line and 
substation proposed for the Project. Include structure details and proposed layouts of any infrastructure 
likely to be associated with access tracks. Include the environmental, technical and economic reasons for 
choosing the proposed structures and any options evaluated. Include the approximate location of any 
transposition towers. 

3.4 Ecologically Sustainable Development 
Provide a comparative analysis of how the Project conforms to the objectives for “ecological sustainable 
development” (see the National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Development (1992) available from 
the Australian Government Publishing Service).  

This analysis should consider the cumulative impacts (both beneficial and adverse) of the Project, taking 
into consideration the scale, intensity, duration or frequency of the impacts to demonstrate a balance 
between environmental integrity, social development and economic development. A life-of-project 
perspective should be shown.  

This information is required to demonstrate that sustainable development aspects have been considered 
and incorporated during the scoping and planning of the Project.  

3.5 Location 
The Project location should be described, include a map and what areas of local government are 
impacted. 
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3.6 Safety 
Provide an outline of how safety is managed during both the construction and operation phases. Provide 
advice on any proposal for the storage or use of either dangerous goods or items that may trigger the 
provisions of the Workplace Health & Safety Act. Advise of any Environmentally Relevant Activities (as 
listed and described in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 1998) to be undertaken as 
part of the proposed project works. Identify potential unexploded ordnance that may occur along the 
Study Alignment and substation site and suitable control measures if encountered. 

3.7 Land acquisition and compensation 
Define the land tenure along the Study Alignment and substation site. Discuss likely impacts on the land 
use status, property values and ownership of the land crossed by the Study Alignment and substation 
site and assessment of the need for any easement acquisition, and compensation for loss of land and 
production and increased operational costs caused by severance of property, including compensation for 
any resumption of Native Title rights and interests. Discussions are to include a description of tenure 
arrangements for rail corridor crossings, if any.  

3.8 Infrastructure requirements 
This section should provide descriptions of any infrastructure that is likely to be impacted by the 
construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Project. The matters to be considered 
include, if any, such infrastructure as roads, rail, maritime infrastructure, dams and weirs, other power 
lines and other cables, wireless technology (e.g. microwave telecommunications), and pipelines for any 
services (whether underground or above) and an analysis of any potential impacts on coastal resources 
and their values, as pertaining to the State Coastal Management Plan – Queensland Coastal Policy 
(2002) and any relevant Regional Coastal Management Plans. Describe the environmental values 
affected by this infrastructure. In particular any adverse impacts associated with vegetation clearing for 
vehicular access and services requirements should be identified.  

The potential for demands for off-site water, if on-site shortfalls occur, should be considered, along with 
any subsequent impacts on existing off-site water infrastructure. 

The EIS should provide information on water usage by the Project, including the quality and quantity of 
all water to be supplied to and discharged from the site from the various sources and the reliability of 
these sources. In particular, the proposed and optional sources of water supply should be described.  

Determination of potable water demand should be made for the Project, including the temporary 
demands during the construction period. If water storage and/or treatment is proposed on site, for use by 
the site workforce, then this should be described.  

3.9 Telecommunications 
The EIS should describe the telecommunication requirements of the proposal.  
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4. Environmental values and management of 
impacts 

The functions of this section are to:  

• describe the existing environmental values of the area which may be affected by the proposal. 
Environmental values are defined in section 9 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994, 
environmental protection policies and other documents such as the ANZECC 2000 guidelines 
and South East Queensland Regional Water Quality Management Strategy. Environmental 
values may also be derived following recognised procedures, such as described in the 
ANZECC 2000 guidelines. Environmental values should be described by reference to 
background information and studies, which should be included as appendices to the EIS  

• describe the values associated with the relevant Matters of National Environmental Significance 
(NES) for the action under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999  

• describe the potential adverse and beneficial impacts of the proposal on the identified 
environmental and NES values. Any likely environmental harm on the environmental values 
should be described  

• describe any cumulative impacts on environmental values caused by the proposal, either in 
isolation or by combination with other known existing or planned sources of contamination and 
the effects of clearing, fragmentation, edge effects, weed infestations and pest animal invasions  

• present environmental protection objectives and the standards and measurable indicators to be 
achieved  

• examine viable alternative strategies for managing impacts. These alternatives should be 
presented and compared in view of the stated objectives and standards to be achieved. 
Available techniques, including best practice, to control and manage impacts to the nominated 
objectives should be discussed. This section should detail the environmental protection 
measures incorporated in the planning, construction, operations, decommissioning, rehabilitation 
and associated works for the proposal. Measures should minimise environmental harm and 
maximise socio-economic and environmental benefits of the proposal. Preferred measures 
should be identified and described in more detail than other alternatives.  

Environmental protection objectives may be derived from legislative and planning requirements which 
apply to the proposal including Commonwealth strategies, State planning policies, local government 
Planning Schemes, environmental protection policies under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and 
any catchment management plans prepared by local water boards or land care groups. Special attention 
should be given to those mitigation strategies designed to protect and maintain the values of any 
sensitive areas and any identified ecosystems of high conservation value within and adjacent to the area 
of possible proposal impact in the long term.  
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When addressing the existing environment: 

(a) describe the physical features of the existing Project environment and surrounding areas in 
sufficient detail to allow the environmental impacts of the proposal to be adequately assessed 

(b) when addressing the potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures, the EIS should 
include an assessment of the: 

– Environmental effects of development for the proposed community infrastructure; and 

– Ways proposed for managing those effects. 

When dealing with paragraphs (a) and (b) regard is given to the meaning of “environment” as set out in 
the Preface. 

(c)  the matters listed in Schedule 2 of the DLGP Guidelines 

(d)  short, long-term and cumulative effects 

(e) effects from use and works, during the construction phase, the operational phase and the 
decommissioning phase of the proposed community infrastructure 

(f) on-site and off-site effects.  

For community infrastructure proposed to be designated well in advance of construction and use, 
identification and assessment of environmental effects should consider, amongst any other relevant 
matters, likely changes of use on adjoining and nearby land, Study Alignment and substation site layout, 
access and the like.  

Paragraphs (b) to (e) are to be specifically addressed in the EIS but only to the extent relevant, including 
a statement that a matter is not relevant where applicable. 

Other matters to be addressed are listed below: 

4.1 Schedule 2 of DLGP guidelines 
Each item under Schedule 2 of the DLGP Guidelines has specific questions that require answers. The 
EIS is to address all of these matters and Schedule 2 is to be completed by stating next to the question, 
either a specific reference where the matter has been discussed within the EIS or state that the matter is 
not relevant. 

4.2 Short term, long term and cumulative effects 
Consider any severance impacts of other existing or proposed linear developments including other 
transmission lines, service corridors, roads and railways. Indicate any severance impacts on gateways or 
grids for future property management. Make comment on any additional demand placed on any existing 
road infrastructure caused by the proposed construction along the Study Alignment and substation site. 
Discuss the typical construction process associated with any major road crossings. Comment on how the 
Project relates to any other developments or actions of which Powerlink should reasonably be aware, 
that have been, or are being taken or that have been approved in the area affected by the Project. 
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4.3 Effects of use of works 

4.3.1 Construction phase 

Include staging of works, expected method of construction, types of foundations or other earthworks, 
assembly and erection of structures, stringing of conductors, installation of buildings, if any, types of 
vehicles, machinery and equipment to be used, locations of work camps (where known), additional 
housing, access and transportation arrangements, services provisions, hours of operation, the expected 
size of workforce, during both the construction and operational phases, proportion of total construction 
workforce accompanied by families, and local employment opportunities. Provide a description of how 
rail corridor crossings will be dealt with, including future expansions, where known. Outline details of 
general construction activities including profile survey, site and access clearing and ground disturbance.  

4.3.2 Operational phase 

Describe activities relating to the inspection, operation and maintenance of the transmission line and 
substation and easements including how frequently the operational and maintenance activities would be 
required, including the provision for regrowth and weed control.  

4.3.3 Decommissioning phase 

Describe proposals for the decommissioning of any power lines which may be, or could be, replaced by 
alternative proposals. Discuss the likely timing of the decommissioning phase. Discuss the potential for 
rehabilitation / revegetation of any swathe clearings and any roads or tracks. Describe the surrender, if 
any, of the underlying easements. 

4.4 On and off site effects 
Consideration should be given to the level and type of existing disturbance along the Study Alignment 
and substation site. If during investigations it becomes apparent that a variation to the Study Alignment 
may result in a significant reduction in negative effects, this should be noted with details in the report.  

4.5 Land 
This section describes the existing environment values of the land area that may be affected by the 
proposal. It should also define and describe the objectives and practical measures for protecting or 
enhancing land-based environmental values. 
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4.5.1 Topography 

Maps should be provided locating the Project in both regional and local contexts. Where appropriate, for 
example along the Study Alignment and at the substation site, the topography of the proposal should be 
detailed with contours at suitable increments, shown with respect to AHD. Significant features of the 
locality should be included on the maps. Such features would include any locations subsequently 
referred to in the EIS (e.g. the nearest noise sensitive locations, national or marine parks, sensitive 
marine ecosystems) that are not included on other maps. Commentary on the maps should be provided 
highlighting the significant topographical features. Discuss the topographical characteristics of the Study 
Alignment with specific regard to aspects of the Project such as access for construction and 
maintenance. Highlight any topographical constraints to the Project which may occur. 

4.5.2 Soils, geology and geomorphology 

4.5.2.1 Description of environmental values 
Provide a description of the geology and geomorphology of the Study Alignment and substation site in 
sufficient detail to describe the geology of the site in terms of dominant rock types in a regional context. 
Describe the elevation, topography and landforms and surrounding areas including slope and terrain 
components and an analysis of subsurface and slope stability. Reference should be made to any landslip 
hazard mapping (by local or state agencies) which has been prepared for the Study Alignment. Any 
interesting geomorphological or geological unique features and any associated biological importance 
shall be described. Describe soil analysis including stability, erodibility, contaminants, acid sulphate soils, 
sodic soils or saline soils and revegetation potential. Describe any known mineral deposits, mines or 
quarries of commercial significance, including any registered exploration permits within or immediately 
adjacent to the Study Alignment and substation site.  

Describe the extent, if any, of any mining tenements with suitable mapping along or adjacent to the Study 
Alignment and substation site.  

4.5.2.2 Potentially contaminated areas 
A Preliminary Site Investigation (PSI) of the substation site consistent with the EPA’s “Draft Guidelines 
for the Assessment and Management of Contaminated Land in Queensland” should be undertaken to 
determine background contamination levels. The results of the PSI should be summarised in the EIS and 
provided in detail in an appendix.  

If the results of the preliminary substation site investigation indicate potential or actual contamination, a 
detailed site investigation progressively managed in accordance with the stages outlined in Appendix 5 of 
the Draft Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Contaminated Land in Queensland should 
be undertaken.  

The means of preventing land contamination (within the meaning of the Queensland Environmental 
Protection Act 1994) should be addressed. Methods proposed for preventing, recording, containing and 
remediating any contaminated land should be outlined. Intentions should be stated concerning the 
classification (in terms of the Queensland Contaminated Land Register) of land contamination.  
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In short, the following information may be required in relation to the substation site in the EIS:  

• mapping of any areas listed on the Environmental Management Register or Contaminated Land 
Register under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 

• identification of any potentially contaminated sites not on the registers which may need 
remediation 

• a description of the nature and extent of contamination at each site and a remediation plan and 
validation sampling.  

4.5.2.3 Potential impacts 
Describe any likely impacts from the Project on soil erosion, siltation, major earth slippage/movement, 
soil contamination risk and acid sulfate and saline soils risk. Specifically, discuss the association 
between vegetation clearing, steep slopes and land degradation processes. Make reference to the 
requirement for all earthworks to comply with the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control - Engineering 
Guidelines for Queensland Construction Sites published by The Institution of Engineers, Australia and 
any controls required by local authorities.  

The EIS should address management of any existing or potentially contaminated land within the 
proposed substation site in addition to preventing and managing land contamination resulting from 
Project activities. The Draft Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Contaminated Land in 
Queensland can be downloaded from the EPA website at: www.epa.qld.gov.au/environment/ 
business/contaminated). Proponents should refer study proposals to the EPA for review prior to 
commencement (Consult with the Contaminated Land Section in the Queensland EPA). 

4.5.2.4 Mitigation measures 
Discuss any mitigation measures that may be implemented throughout the life of Project (construction, 
operation and decommissioning phases) to reduce any potential land degradation impacts of the Project 
on local soils, geological and geomorphological resources. These mitigation measures should be further 
expanded and included under Section 6 Environmental Management Plan. 

4.5.3 Sensitive environmental areas 

4.5.3.1 Conservation areas  
Provide a description of the conservation significance of any specific portions of the Study Alignment and 
substation site including wildlife and habitat. Include reference to World Heritage Areas, biosphere 
reserves, RAMSAR wetlands, National Parks, State Forests, stock routes, existing and proposed 
conservation areas as relevant to the Project and immediate surrounds and their conservation value. 
Additionally, if information is available from relevant agencies, report on the number of properties within 
the Study Alignment which participate in the Land for Wildlife program.  
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4.5.3.2 Ecological relationships  
Describe the extent, integrity and relative importance of the biological communities of the Study 
Alignment and substation site and surrounding area. Discuss the relationship of the vegetation to water 
quality and soil stability. Discuss the conservation significance of the associations and communities of 
the site and surrounding area, in respect to local, regional and national and international importance; and 
describe the ecological values of the site including, where information is available or becomes apparent 
from field surveys, any refuge habitats, breeding habitats, food chains, and presence of barriers to, and 
corridors for, wildlife movement.  

4.5.4 Landscape character 

This section should describe in general terms the existing character of the landscape that will be affected 
by the proposal. It should comment on any changes that have already been made to the natural 
landscape since European settlement. It should ‘set the scene’ for the description of particular scenic 
values in the following section on visual amenity. The difference being that this section describes the 
general impression of the landscape that would be obtained while travelling through and around it, while 
the visual amenity section addresses particular panoramas and views (e.g. from constructed lookouts, 
designated scenic routes, etc.) that have amenity value.  

Describe the potential impacts of the Project on landscape character of the surrounding area. Particular 
mention should be made of any changes to the broad-scale topography and vegetation character of the 
area, such as due to spoil dumps, excavated voids and broad-scale clearing. Details should be provided 
of measures to be undertaken to mitigate or avoid the identified impacts.  

4.5.5 Visual amenity 

This section should describe existing landscape features, panoramas and views that have, or could be 
expected to have, value to the community whether of local, regional, State-wide, national or international 
significance.  

4.5.5.1 Potential impacts 
Evaluate local and regional visual impacts of the major transmission structures, access tracks, substation 
and easement clearance. Include potential impacts on the users of State-controlled roads.  

Describe the aesthetic and landscape values of the area traversed by the Study Alignment and 
substation site and other features contributing to the amenity including: landforms; visual character; 
viewsheds traversed by the Study Alignment and substation site; resident populations within the 
viewshed; buildings, structures or other facilities of particular cultural, historic, religious or social 
importance. Where the Project will traverse lands administered by the Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service (QPWS), consideration of the QPWS Landscape Classification System for Visitor Management 
Operational Policy Document and Procedural Guide should be undertaken. 

Sketches, diagrams, computer imaging and photos may be used where possible to portray the near 
views and far views of the completed development and their surroundings from visually sensitive 
locations. 
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Advise if night works will be required for construction of the Project including both the transmission line 
and structures and the substation.  If night works are required, provide an indication of the duration that 
night works will be undertaken for. 

4.5.5.2 Mitigation measures 
Discuss any mitigation measures that may be taken to reduce the potential impacts to visual amenity 
including (but not limited to) alternative construction methods or materials, coatings and provision of 
vegetation screening.. Management of the lighting of the Project, particularly with regard to the proposed 
substation, during all stages, is to be provided, with particular reference to objectives to be achieved and 
management methods to be implemented to mitigate or avoid:  

• the visual impact at night 

• night operations/maintenance and effects of lighting on fauna and residents 

• the potential impact of increased vehicular traffic 

• changed habitat conditions for nocturnal fauna and associated impacts.  

4.6 Transport infrastructure, traffic and amenity 

4.6.1 Description of environmental values 

Describe: 

• the existing transport infrastructure including a description of the existing aerodromes, road 
networks including highways and state controlled roads expected to be used to transport freight 
to the Project, road surface types and estimated traffic flows making reference to the Regional 
Transport Plans, as appropriate 

• the rail network (including the volume of traffic on any rail line) and a description of where, if any, 
the Study Alignment will cross the rail corridor 

• arrangements for the transport of plant, equipment, products, wastes and personnel during both 
the construction phase and operational phases of the Project. The description should address 
the use of existing facilities, including waterway crossings, and all requirements for the 
construction, upgrading or relocation of any transport related infrastructure. 

Information should be provided on road transportation requirements on public and private roads for both 
construction and operations phases, including:  

• proposed road access to the Project 

• the estimated volume, composition (types and quantities) of, origin and destination of goods to 
be moved including construction materials, plant, raw materials, wastes, hazardous materials 

• the volume of traffic generated by workforce personnel, visitors and service vehicles and 
materials to be delivered to the Project 

• anticipated times at which movements may occur. 
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4.6.2 Potential impacts 

Assess potential impacts on road and rail traffic, if any, and community amenity especially during the 
construction phase of the proposal. Include an assessment of the impacts where vehicles will access 
State-controlled roads and how road safety and traffic efficiency will be maintained. Also assess the 
ongoing impact on existing and new road and access track infrastructure associated with improved 
access to various recreational vehicles including any necessary management requirements.  

Assess any impact on local aircraft flight paths including commercial flights, agricultural flights such as 
crop-dusting, tourist flights such as parachuting and balloon flights as well as emergency flights. 

4.6.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss any mitigation measures that may be available to reduce any potential impact in relation to dust 
and exhaust emissions. 

4.7 Waste management 

4.7.1 Description of environmental values 

Information should also be provided on the variability, composition and generation rates of all waste 
produced at the site. Describe waste management and disposal of materials including oils and lubricants, 
water, solid waste, vegetative waste and regulated waste.  

A description should be presented of the origin, quality and quantity of wastewater originating from the 
Project.  

The EIS may need to consider the following effects:  

• rainfall directly onto disturbed surface areas 

• run-off from hard surfaces (e.g. roads, development footprint) 

• drainage (i.e. run-off plus any seepage or leakage) 

• seepage from other waste storages 

• water usage for dust suppression. 

This section should also describe, in general terms, the sewerage infrastructure required for the 
substation site.  

4.7.2 Potential impacts 

Assess potential impacts on the environment and existing land uses/practices arising from uncontrolled 
waste management. 
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4.7.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss any mitigation measures that may be available to reduce any potential impact. Where relevant, 
information is required about on site treatment of regulated waste. Having regard for best practice waste 
management strategies and the Environmental Protection (Waste) Policy, waste avoidance, reuse, 
recycling, treatment and disposal should be described. 

4.8 Fire 

4.8.1 Description of environmental values 

Describe aspects of the environment relevant to the generation and spread of uncontrolled fire. 
Reference should be made to any bushfire hazard mapping (by local or state agencies) which has been 
prepared for the Study Alignment and proposed substation site. 

4.8.2 Potential impacts 

Include any likely causes due to construction and operation activities of the transmission line and 
substation. Also indicate any likely impacts on burning for pasture management and / or weed control. 
Discuss the potential impact of bushfires on the proposed development.  

4.8.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss mitigation measures that may be taken to reduce the potential impacts of uncontrolled fire 
events on the Project.  Additionally, consider mitigation measures which may be implemented to reduce 
potential risks of the Project on bush fire events. 

4.9 Noise 

4.9.1 Description of environmental values 

Provide details of existing ambient noise levels within the vicinity of the Study Alignment and substation 
site. Provide details of any noise sensitive receivers or locations within the Study Alignment and 
substation site and detail their respective distance from the Study Alignment and substation site.  

4.9.2 Potential impacts 

Based on the vicinity of residences/human habitation, assess any increase in background and incidental 
noise levels at noise-sensitive locations, particularly during construction and operational phases. Also 
include consideration of wind noise associated with the conductors and towers and corona noise 
emanating from the transmission line and substation.  

4.9.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss any mitigation measures that may be taken to reduce the potential impacts. 
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4.10 Air quality and climate 

4.10.1 Description of environmental values 

Provide generic details of the existing air quality and the presence of pollutants. Identify atypical 
meteorological conditions and their likely frequency of occurrence. Provide a description of the climatic 
features and microclimate of the Study Alignment and substation site (for example, but not limited to 
temperature, wind, frost, rainfall, etc.) 

4.10.2 Potential impacts 

Include any likely impacts on air quality during the construction and operation phases including dust, 
odours or potential greenhouse gas emissions and how these may affect the surrounding environment 
including, but not necessarily limited to, residences and ecologically sensitive areas where applicable. 

4.10.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss any mitigation measures that may be taken to reduce the potential impacts. 

4.11 Hydrology 

4.11.1 Description of environmental values 

Describe the hydrology traversed by the Study Alignment and substation site and surrounding areas 
including surface hydrology and locally important subsurface hydrology including water quality, wetlands, 
and the frequency and extent of flooding. Include an overview of any existing water use adjacent to the 
Study Alignment and substation site that may be impacted by the proposal. Where the Project impacts a 
tidally influenced waterway, advise the level of highest astronomical tide (HAT). 

A description should be provided of the proposed stormwater drainage system and the proposed 
disposal arrangements, including any off-site services. A Stormwater Management Plan should be 
prepared for the substation site.  

4.11.2 Potential impacts and mitigation measures 

Describe any likely impacts on groundwater and surface water quality and flow, water contamination risk 
(including risk to downstream users and uses such as irrigation and livestock watering), flooding 
potential, surge potential and hydrology, alterations to drainage patterns and crossing of waterways 
including mitigation measures and their effectiveness. Review Powerlink’s authorisation under the Water 
Act 2000 (Authority) for works in waterways and advise of any likely impacts. Where considered relevant, 
a description of the potential issue of groundwater interception during the drilling of foundations and the 
potential need to dewater foundations or any other water pending structures is to be provided. When 
addressing the issue of dewatering foundations include appropriate management controls which address 
discharge waters and their potential to contain sediment, concrete, slurry or fines, inappropriate pH value 
(acidic or alkaline) or other environmental pollutants. Where applicable, the impacts and availability of 
water required for the development should be assessed against any applicable Water Resource Plan. 
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4.12 Coastal environment 

4.12.1 Description of environmental values 

This section describes the existing coastal environment, which may be affected by the proposal in the 
context of coastal values identified in State of the Coastal Zone Reports and environmental values as 
defined by the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and environmental protection policies. The 
Environmental Protection (Water) Policy has a set of default environmental values for waterways that 
include aquatic ecosystem protection.  

This section should also identify actions associated with the Project that are assessable development 
within the coastal zone and will require assessment under the provisions of the Coastal Protection and 
Management Act 1995.  

Water quality  

Describe the environmental values of the coastal seas of the affected area in terms of:  

• values identified in the Environmental Protection (Water) Policy 

• the State Coastal Management Plan and the relevant Regional Coastal Management Plan.  

Coastal processes  

Describe the environmental values of the coastal resources of the affected area in terms of the physical 
integrity and morphology of landforms created or modified by coastal processes.  

4.12.2 Potential impacts and mitigation measures 

This section defines and describes the practical measures for protecting or enhancing coastal 
environmental values.  

The potential environmental harm caused by the proposal on coastal resources and processes should be 
described in the context of controlling such effects. The State Planning Policy – Planning and Managing 
Development involving Acid Sulfate Soils 2002 should be addressed as should the State Coastal 
Management Plan 2001 and QDPI Guidelines for Marine Areas, if not already covered else where.  

Where relevant, the role of buffer zones in sustaining fisheries resources through maintaining 
connectivity between coastal and riparian vegetation and estuarine and freshwater reaches of 
catchments should be discussed.  
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4.13 Nature conservation 

4.13.1 Description of environmental values 

This section describes the existing environmental values for nature conservation that may be affected by 
the proposal.  

Describe the environmental values of nature conservation significance for the affected area in terms of:  

• integrity of ecological processes, including habitats of rare and threatened species or 
geographically restricted, locally endemic or scientifically significant species or populations 

• conservation of resources 

• biological diversity, including habitats of rare and threatened species or geographically restricted, 
locally endemic or scientifically significant species or populations 

• integrity of landscapes and places including wilderness and similar natural places 

• aquatic, riparian and terrestrial ecosystems.  

A discussion should be presented on the nature conservation values of the areas likely to be affected by 
the proposal. The flora and fauna communities which are rare or threatened, environmentally sensitive 
localities including the waterways, riparian zone and littoral zone, rainforest remnants, old growth 
indigenous forests and wilderness and wildlife corridors should be described. The description should 
include a plant species list, a vegetation map at appropriate scale and an assessment of the significance 
of native vegetation, from a local and regional, state and national perspective. The description should 
indicate any areas of state or regional significance identified in an approved biodiversity planning 
assessment (BPA) produced by the EPA.  

The EIS should identify issues relevant to sensitive areas, or areas, which may have, low resilience to 
environmental change. Areas of special sensitivity include the marine environment and wetlands, wildlife 
breeding or roosting areas, any significant habitat or relevant bird flight paths for migratory species, bat 
roosting and breeding caves including existing structures such as adits and shafts, and habitat of 
threatened plants, animals and communities. The capacity of the environment to assimilate 
discharges/emissions should be assessed. The Project’s proximity to any biologically sensitive areas 
should be described.  

Reference should be made to both State endangered species legislation and to the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The Queensland Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 and the findings of any regional vegetation management plan should also be 
referenced.  

The occurrence of pest plants and animals in the Project area should be described.  

Key flora and fauna indicators should be identified for future ongoing monitoring. Where practical, 
targeted studies will be undertaken during periods optimal for the detection of rare and threatened 
species, potentially occurring in the study area. 
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4.14 Flora 

4.14.1 Description of environmental values 

Provide details of the vegetation along the Study Alignment and substation site including the surrounding 
area. Describe the methodology used for any flora surveys undertaken. Identify, map and describe 
threatened species and communities protected under State or Commonwealth legislation, including 
Regional Ecosystem (RE) categories where applicable, and the significance of vegetation types or 
locations to identified native fauna. Include comment where remnant vegetation mapping produced by 
the Queensland Herbarium under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 is not consistent with 
ecosystems and communities identified in the field as a result of surveys. Comment on the ecological 
value of the areas along the study alignment and substation site. Any areas where vegetation is 
considered of high ecological importance should be noted. Investigations should consider the objectives 
of the State policy for vegetation management where appropriate. Note any species that are identified as 
under threat on a local or regional scale that may not be recognised under Commonwealth or State 
Legislation. Data sources utilised for studies should include (but not be limited to) relevant public access 
databases, available scientific data, reference to scientific journals, papers etc, results of field surveys 
and consultation with stakeholders, community groups and local property owners. 

Provide a vegetation map of the alignment and substation site, impact on the location of structure sites 
and surrounding area and suitable descriptions that should include:  

• the presence of any presumed extinct, endangered, vulnerable or rare species or endangered or 
of concern ecosystems, their habitat requirements and sensitivity to changes/disturbances 
associated with the normal construction and operation of power line infrastructure 

• the presence of biogeographically significant, unusual or evolutionary significant species, 
communities or populations 

• the extent and incidence of exotic species, weeds and diseases and the likely impact of power 
line construction and operation on their abundance and distribution. Species of note should 
include, but not necessarily be limited to, those species recognised under the Land Protection 
(Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 (declared and not declared) and recognised by 
the local Shire Councils. The status and category of any weeds should be noted 

• the extent and need to disturb marine plants for both structures and access tracks.  

Detail existing occurrence of pest species including weed species identification, prevalence and 
infestation of pests and control of illegal dumping and uncontrolled access.  

4.14.2 Potential impacts 

Include any likely direct and indirect impacts on terrestrial and aquatic flora through all phases of the 
Project including construction, operation and decommissioning. Attention should be given to any rare, 
threatened or endangered species, or species of local, regional, State or National Environmental 
Significance identified in the surveys and/or desktop study. Discuss the ability of identified vegetation to 
withstand any increased pressure resulting from the Project.  
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Advise on any matters that may significantly impact a matter of National Environmental Significance that 
needs to be referred to the Commonwealth DEWHA for a determination as to whether or not it is a 
Controlled Action under s67 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwth).  

4.14.3 Mitigation measures 

Measures to mitigate impacts and their adequacy and effectiveness shall be proposed. Measures for 
ongoing management of the natural environment and prevention of the introduction and spread of pests 
and weeds using washdown facilities shall also be included. The barrier, fragmentation and edge effects 
of the Study Alignment and substation site need to be analysed. Consideration should be given to the 
extent and type of disturbance created by other corridors (e.g, roads, rail, access tracks) existing in the 
area.  

Prior to construction of the transmission line and substation, environmental work plans should be 
developed that clearly identify the flora and fauna values within the Project area and measures to 
minimise impact to these values. 

4.15 Vegetation clearing 

4.15.1 Description of environmental values 

Discuss clearing requirements including the amount and type of vegetation affected, including marine 
plants. The proposed methods of disposal of cleared vegetation should be described. Tabulated data on 
the Regional Ecosystem (RE), areas likely to be cleared and the clearing methodology applicable to each 
RE shall be detailed. Include details on whether vegetation is native and its maturity. Reference to the 
ecological value (as established in the flora and fauna investigation) of material to be cleared should be 
made.  

4.15.2 Mitigation measures 

Mitigation measures should consider the use of higher line support structures and Iocalised clearing 
constraints such as pruning and allowing for regrowth to restore habitat value and limit erosion, where 
possible. The potential use of cleared vegetation for rehabilitation/compensatory habitat log hollows, 
provision of ground level habitat or erosion control (mulch) should be considered. Other mitigation 
measures such as compensatory vegetation and tree planting should also be considered where relevant. 
Long term ecological consequences of compensatory vegetation and the management of that vegetation 
should also be discussed. Any barrier effect of a cleared corridor on the movement of fauna should also 
be considered. Elements of the State Policy Assessment Code for tree clearing should be addressed 
where applicable. Indicate if any millable timber can be salvaged during the clearing operation.  
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4.16 Fauna 

4.16.1 Description of environmental values 

Describe the methodology and findings of fauna surveys and desktop studies, including the terrestrial 
and aquatic fauna present or likely to be present in the area or in areas that may be affected by the 
Project, including the existence of endangered, vulnerable or rare species under both Commonwealth 
and State legislation and the impact of the Project on these aspects including:  

• any presumed extinct, endangered, vulnerable or rare species, their habitat requirements and 
sensitivity to change including any ongoing activities associated with the Project 

• location and importance of wildlife corridors 

• occurrence or likely seasonal occurrence of migratory species, and presence of suitable habitat 
for these species 

• the presence of biogeographicaIly significant, unusual or evolutionary significant species or 
populations 

• presence of feral animals, their distribution and present level of ecological impact 

• presence of any significant/notable nests, burrows, hollows etc. 

Note any species that are identified as under threat on a local or regional scale that may not be 
recognised under Commonwealth or State Legislation. Data sources utilised for studies should include 
(but not be limited to) relevant public access databases, available scientific data, reference to scientific 
journals, papers etc, results of field surveys and consultation with stakeholders, community groups and 
local property owners. 

The survey intensity and period should be consistent with the difficulty of locating any species listed as 
rare, vulnerable or endangered under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 or the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 that potentially occur in the area.  

4.16.2 Potential impacts 

Include any likely direct and indirect impacts on terrestrial and aquatic fauna including migratory species, 
and any relevant bird flight paths through all phases of the Project including construction, operation and 
decommissioning.. Attention should be given to any rare, threatened or endangered species, or species 
and habitats of local, regional, State or National Environmental Significance identified in the surveys 
and/or desktop study. Discuss the ability of identified fauna to withstand any increased pressure resulting 
from the Project (including potential barrier, fragmentation and edge effects of the proposed transmission 
corridor on terrestrial and aquatic habitats). Consideration should be given to the extent and type of 
disturbance created by other corridors (e.g, roads, rail, access tracks) existing in the area. Include any 
potential impacts on any apiary industry.  

Advise on any matters that may significantly impact a matter of National Environmental Significance that 
needs to be referred to the Commonwealth DEWHA for a determination as to whether or not it is a 
Controlled Action under s67 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwth). 



 
 

Woolooga to Cooroy Transmission Line and Cooroy South Substation Project 
Terms of Reference 

 

PB 2136572A-AAA001-B Page 39 of 47 
 

 

4.16.3 Mitigation measures 

Measures to mitigate impacts, including wildlife corridors and compensatory habitat areas and their 
adequacy and effectiveness shall be proposed. Measures for ongoing management of the natural 
environment shall also be included.  

4.17 Non-indigenous cultural heritage 

4.17.1 Description of environmental values 

The impact of the proposed development on non-indigenous cultural heritage shall be determined in the 
assessment. 

Local and regional historical societies should be contacted to determine sites of significant heritage 
value. Advise if any place along the Study Alignment and on the substation site or adjacent to the 
alignment and substation is entered in the heritage register under the Queensland Heritage Act 1992.  

Activities should include:  

• review of literature to identify relevant archaeological, anthropological, natural, historical and 
other non-indigenous cultural heritage data pertaining to the area impacted by the proposed 
development 

• consultation of relevant non-indigenous cultural heritage site registers and data bases including 
the Register of National Estates and the Queensland Heritage Register to compile a list of 
significant non-indigenous sites and places previously recorded in the area impacted by the 
proposed development 

• consultation with local and regional stakeholders for information on any areas/items considered 
of cultural heritage significance. 

4.17.2 Potential impact 

Determine the potential impact of the Study Alignment and substation site with consideration of issues 
including lifestyle, heritage places, and other places frequently visited or used.  

4.17.3 Mitigation measures 

Prepare recommendations to minimise the impact of the proposed development on these places. 

4.18 Aboriginal cultural heritage 
As part of the EIS Powerlink will consider the impact of the Project on Aboriginal Cultural heritage and 
identify the Aboriginal parties for the Project area to ensure the project complies with duty of care 
requirements under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003.  

Where appropriate Powerlink will enter into an agreement with the relevant Aboriginal parties to protect 
or minimise the harm to Aboriginal cultural heritage affected by the Project. Powerlink will provide the 
Consultant with confirmation of the steps taken to manage Aboriginal cultural heritage, for inclusion in the 
EIS. 
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4.19 Social 

4.19.1 Features of community concerns 

Detail the matters likely to be of concern to other parties affected or likely to be affected by the Project. 
Augment the list of relevant local, State and Commonwealth agencies, service and utility providers, 
community groups and individuals provided in the TOR by an additional list of parties likely to be 
concerned. A list is to be provided by type or organisation. 

Parties to consider are: 

• state public sector entities with a legislative or administrative responsibility in relation to the 
circumstances of the Project 

• Commonwealth government agencies with a legislative or administrative responsibility in relation 
to the circumstances of the Project 

• local governments 

• directly impacted land owners 

• adjoining land owners 

• community groups 

• conservation groups 

• Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander groups 

• business or industry associations. 

Undertake consultation about the Project including discussion or presentations on the relevant impacts of 
the Project. Include discussion on any feature or areas of local regional or community concern such as 
those of recreation, amenity, cultural heritage or conservation value. Ensure information or submissions 
received during all phases of the Project consultation are considered as part of the EIS. Provide copies 
of any documented response to, or submission from the consultation. In conjunction with PowerIink, 
prepare a draft response to any submission received.  

4.19.2 General social impacts 

Include impacts on affected property owners and communities, including Aboriginal communities and 
local communities. Include any impacts of construction activities and the construction workforce on local 
communities and landowners. Provide an analysis of the economic impacts of the Project on regional 
and local economies and business activity, particularly tourism, recreation and agricultural activities. 
Include an analysis of the impact of alternatives (if applicable) on the amenity of affected people, eg 
landholders, neighbours, visitors etc.  
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In addition, the following should be included:  

• identification of any other potentially disadvantaged groups or individuals that may be affected by 
the Project. (Note landowners are compensated for Easement Acquisition.) 

• community impacts, which include the impacts on existing cultural values, community cohesion, 
lifestyle and land use patterns 

• socio-economic impacts which include the impacts on employment opportunities, the labour 
market and existing businesses and industries.  

4.20 Electric and magnetic fields 

4.20.1 Description of environmental values 

Describe existing electric and magnetic fields at key locations along and adjacent to the Study Alignment 
and substation site and report the findings.  

4.20.2 Potential impacts 

Assess potential impacts of electric and magnetic fields on fauna, agriculture, TV reception, radio, on the 
quality of telephone and mobile communications, as well as navigational instruments and adjacent 
conductive materials. Also, based on the vicinity of residences/human habitation, assess the potential 
risk of electric and magnetic fields from the proposed line on adult and child health, including 
identification of the potential hazards, transient and prolonged exposure, epidemiological studies, etc.  

4.20.3 Mitigation measures 

Discuss any mitigation measures to manage and minimise the impacts and health risks.  

4.21 Cross-reference with the Terms of Reference 
This section provides a cross reference of the findings of the relevant sections of the EIS, where the 
potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the Project are described, with the 
corresponding sections of the TOR.  

 

5. Town planning and legislative requirements 

This section addresses the requirements of the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (IPA) in relation to 
development approval for a preferred transmission corridor and substation development. The description 
of the proposed Study Alignment and substation site should be sufficient to identify the land involved, 
and the description of the infrastructure should be general in nature and should not include the technical 
details of individual structures. The following items should be addressed under the proposed headings. 
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5.1 Description of proposed Study Alignment and substation site 
Provide a description of the proposed Study Alignment and substation site within the Study Corridor. 

5.2 Description of each relevant planning scheme 
Describe any special attributes affecting the Study Alignment and substation site that are identified on 
each relevant Planning Scheme. Local government amalgamations should be considered in relation to 
local planning provisions as part of the preparation of the EIS. 

5.3 Description of each State Planning Policy (SPP) 
Provide a description of any special attributes affecting the Study Alignment and substation site that are 
identified in a State planning policy and include a statement about the consistency with any relevant 
State planning policy  

A conclusion is required at the end of each SPP stating how the Study Alignment and substation site 
complies with the intent of the SPP. 

5.4 Effect on Regional Plan, if any 
Provide a description of any special attributes affecting the Study Alignment and substation site that are 
identified in the South East Queensland Regional Plan (SEQRP), if relevant, where not identified as 
adequately reflected in the relevant Planning Scheme. Include a statement about the consistency with 
the SEQRP, if relevant, where not identified as adequately reflected in the relevant Planning Scheme. 

Describe any special attributes affecting the Study Alignment and substation site that are identified in any 
other Regional Plans should the SEQRP not be applicable. Include a statement about the consistency 
with any relevant regional planning framework where not identified as adequately reflected in the relevant 
Planning Scheme. 

5.5 Each existing use 
Generally describe the existing land uses on the Study Alignment and substation site and uses adjoining 
the Study Alignment and substation site. Discuss potential site specific and cumulative impacts of the 
Project on existing and potential land use and developments including farming activities, recreation, 
forestry, tourism and airfield operation. In particular consider impacts of the Project on the operation, 
management and productivity of existing land uses, likely sterilisation of mineral and significant extractive 
industry resources and loss of good quality agricultural land. Provide estimates (e.g. area in hectares) of 
how much of each land type/use will be altered as a result of the Project.  

5.6 Socio-economic characteristics 
Include a description of the socio-economic characteristics of the community surrounding the proposed 
Study Alignment and substation site. Provide an assessment of the potential impacts (real or perceived) 
of the development along the Study Alignment and substation site.  
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Describe the social and economic structure of the study area including; demographic characteristics of 
population growth and distribution with consideration given to the recently revised population projections 
by the Department of Local Government Planning, Sport and Recreation; land; housing and 
accommodation; community facilities and services; leisure and recreational opportunities, employment 
and occupation; economic infrastructure including commercial, industrial and retail activity as well as 
household expenditure and income.  

5.7 Description of nature, scale and intensity 
Include a description of the nature, scale and intensity of each use (for example substation, transmission 
line infrastructure) proposed as part of the community infrastructure. 

5.8 Location plan 
Include a location plan of the proposed community infrastructure along the Study Alignment and 
substation site. 

5.9 Outcomes summary 
Include a summary of the intentions or outcomes sought for uses and works on the Study Alignment and 
substation site and in the surrounding area in each relevant Planning Scheme. 

 

6. Environmental management plan 

The draft EIS will contain a draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP) covering the Iife cycle of the 
proposed transmission line and substation. The plan should contain all relevant details available at the 
time when the EIS is prepared. When information is not available, it should be described with an 
indication of how and when the information will be incorporated into the final detailed EMP. When 
developing the EMP, any relevant impacts identified during the EIS process should be considered and a 
consolidated list of mitigation measures proposed to be undertaken to prevent, minimise or compensate 
for the relevant impacts of the action, including:  

• a description of proposed safeguards and mitigation measures to deal with relevant impacts of 
the action including mitigation measures proposed to be taken by State governments, local 
governments or the proponent 

• assessment of the expected or predicted effectiveness of, the mitigation measures 

• any statutory or policy basis for the mitigation measures; and the cost of the mitigation 
measures, where applicable. 

Include the name of the agency responsible for endorsing, approving and implementing each mitigation 
measure or monitoring program. 
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The plan should address, but not be limited to, the following matters:  

• key performance objectives 

• management strategies 

• performance indicators 

• monitoring requirements 

on the following criteria, if applicable: 

• air quality 

• EMF 

• noise and vibration 

• property and site access 

• land contamination 

• cultural heritage 

• land tenure 

• hazardous materials/substances 

• waste 

• oil 

• water 

• erosion and soil 

• flora 

• fire 

• fauna 

• pest and weed 

• fire ants 

• facilities 

• protected areas. 
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7. Other approvals and conditions 

This information is required to assess how both Commonwealth and state legislation applies to the 
Project, which agencies have jurisdiction, and whether the proposed impact assessment process is 
appropriate.  

The EIS should also include a statement identifying what assessment requirements apply to the 
proposed community infrastructure under State legislation (for both assessment under the IPA integrated 
development assessment system (IDAS) and outside that system and under Commonwealth legislation. 
The IPA, schedule 8 and the Integrated Planning Regulation 1998 identify State assessment 
requirements under the IPA and the report should include any permits required to be obtained by 
Powerlink based on the Study Alignment and substation site. Schedule 2 of the DLGP Guidelines 
includes a column requesting information on permit requirements. If any other permits are required other 
than the information requested in Schedule 2, then include those permit requirements under this section. 

This section should explain the legislation and policies controlling the approvals process. Reference 
should be made to the Integrated Planning Act 1997, and other relevant Queensland laws. Any 
requirements of the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
should also be included.  

Local Government planning controls, local laws and policies applying to the development should be 
described, and a list provided of the approvals required for the Project and the expected program for 
approval of applications.  

Therefore the following headings can be used: 

7.1 Federal legislation 
Detail the requirements of relevant Federal legislation including the roles of Government Agencies. 
Describe any approval that has been obtained from Territory or Commonwealth agency or authority, 
including any conditions that apply to the action. Any other requirements for approvals or conditions that 
apply, or that the proponent reasonably believes are likely to apply, to the proposed action.  

Describe the monitoring, enforcement and review procedures that apply, or are proposed to apply, to the 
action.  

7.2 State legislation and permit requirements 
Details of the requirements of relevant State legislation and of any permits that may be required to be 
obtained because of the location of the particular Study Alignment and substation site and the nature of 
the activity associated with the construction and / or operation of the transmission line and substation. 
Describe any approval or exemption that has been obtained from a State agency or authority, including 
any conditions that apply to the action. Detail any other requirements for approvals or conditions that 
apply, or that the proponent reasonably believes are likely to apply, to the proposed action.  

Describe the monitoring, enforcement and review procedures that apply, or are proposed to apply, to the 
action.  
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7.3 Local government planning, ordinances and by-Laws 
Detail the relevant local government planning and land use requirements of the relevant City or Shire 
Councils including local ordinances and by-laws such as local vegetation laws. Include also any potential 
conflict with Planning Scheme measures including strategic plans, any development control plans and 
the intent of the zones through which the transmission corridor may pass.  

The EIS will be used by Powerlink to support an application for Community infrastructure Ministerial 
designation under the Integrated Planning Act 1997. 

 

8. Environmental cost-benefit summary 

The summary shall include both the short and long term environmental costs and benefits to be borne by 
the community and the environment, such as reduced productivity on land crossed by the transmission 
line and substation, quantity of good agricultural land affected, areas of high conservation values 
affected, and reduction in green house gas emissions. It should include an analysis of options for 
traversing State-controlled road reserves based on ultimate concept plans. Where costs/benefits are not 
quantifiable, they should be described.  

 

9. Powerlink’s environmental record 

The EIS shall detail:  

• any proceedings under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the 
environment or the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources against Powerlink 

• Powerlink’s environmental record including reference to its environmental policy and planning 
framework. Specific reference should be made to the environmental performance of the past 
three projects of similar nature and structure to that proposed.  

 

10. References 

All references consulted should be presented in the EIS in a recognised format. 
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Recommended Appendices  
A1 – Schedule 2 of the DLGP Guidelines 

A2. Final terms of reference for this EIS  

A copy of the final TOR should be included in the EIS. Where it is intended to bind appendices in a 
separate volume from the main body of the EIS, the TOR at least should be bound with the main body of 
the EIS for ease of cross-referencing.  

A3. Corridor Selection Report 

A copy of the Corridor Selection Report and/or Substation Site Selection Report should be included. 

A4. Development approvals  

A list of the development approvals required by the Project should be presented (in the expected 
sequencing of applications) along with their corresponding regulating legislation and the approving 
authority. 

A5. Study team  

The qualifications and experience of the study team and specialist sub-consultants and expert reviewers 
should be provided.  

A6. Consultation Report  

The summary Consultation Report appendix for an EIS should commence by including the details of 
affected and interested persons by type or organisation, and the statement of planned consultation with 
those persons, originally provided with the draft terms of reference. It should describe how ‘interested’ 
and ‘affected persons,’ and any ‘affected parties’ as defined in the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, were identified and include the matters likely to be of concern to 
other parties affected or likely to be affected by the development for the proposed community 
infrastructure. 

The Final EIS should include the following: 

(a)  a list of the parties consulted (subject to their permission) 

(b) a copy of newspaper tear-sheet of draft EIS advertisements 

(c) a summary of all submissions and the account taken of the issues raised 

(d) any further assessment of environmental effects of the Project 

(e) any additional strategies for managing the environmental effects 

(f) a statement of any matters proposed to be included in the designation under the IPA, s2.6.4 

(g) any recommended changes to the study Alignment which produces the Final Alignment. 

 

 


