ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE
PRELIMINARY REPORT
For a portion of a proposed power easement
adjacent to Musavale Road,
Eerwahvale.
THE PROPOSED POWERLINK POWER GRID.

WEST COOROY to EERWAHVALE.

This preliminary Aboriginal Cultural Heritage report has been prepared in response to a
proposed power easement by Powerlink Pty. Ltd.

On the 25" of April 2009, a portion of the proposed power easement by Powerlink Pty. Ltd.
Was surveyed. The survey was in relation to items of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage significance
that may be along the proposed powerline corridor. This particular initial survey only covered
the lands adjacent to Musavale Rd at Eerwahvale.

On inspection of the survey site area, | consider it to be of very important Aboriginal Cultural
and Heritage significance. Though visibility over 95% of the proposed corridor was nil for the
purpose of locating Archaeological material, other indicators for Cultural significance were
noted.

The area in question is an important story telling site where younger people were taken to be
taught certain aspects of Kabi Kabi traditional law through lore. It is a unique site in relation to
its position with Ninderry.

The bio-diversity of the area is of high Cultural significance and should not be disturbed. We do
note that the area has been disturbed in the past, though through the concerted effort of local
landowners a considerable amount of flora and fauna has been able to reinstate itself back
there. There appears to have been a great amount of effort in relation to the southern aspect
of the ridge being revegetated. Much of the surrounding area has not been revegetated as the
southern side of the ridge. We are a bit confused at the approach Powerlink and the State



Government are taking in relation to carbon emissions and the ways they are trying to preserve
our planet. A greater load on a coal powered power station is being created. There are many
bare areas that could be used for a power corridor, but for some strange reason they feel the
need to bulldoze a corridor. This will knock down well established trees that will be vital in the
near future to provide the much needed air we breathe for the generations to come.

The area sits on a boundary zone between various Kabi Kabi sub-groups and their associated
fraternities.

Artefacts were found in the near vicinity of the proposed corridor, just downhill and indications
that the artefacts came from further uphill were strong. The ridge just above where a flint
artefact was found and where the corridor is proposed becomes quite abrupt and much of the
side of the hill would have washed down into the area where we found the artefact. This would
have occurred over the past 100 years especially after clear felling all the trees on that ridge.

Recommendation : No activities should occur in the particular area investigated that is
detrimental to the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage significance of the area. This area should not be
considered as a power corridor. Discussions between Kabi Kabi representatives, State
Government officials and Powerlink should begin as soon as possible before further works go
ahead.

YOURS TRUTHFULLY.

AU focear”

Alex Bond, Representative, Kabi Kabi People.
abond1966@gmail.com

14" of May 2009.






